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H. E. TREKELL 
Designing Engineer 
Meter Engineering Division 


West Lynn, Massachusetts type 


For over 4800 hours, or nearly 7 
months, we aged some buty] rubber 
in a 121° C air oven. At the end of 
that time it was still flexible and 
rubbery, in contrast to other heat- 
resistant rubber compounds which 
had failed, become brittle, after 
three weeks or less. 


Then we took some polyethylene 
insulation material and tested it 
for aging, for thermal cycling be- 
tween 95° C and —40° C, for heat, 
weathering, for ultraviolet light, 
and for humidity. 


From these tests and others came 
the electromagnet of the new I-50 
watthour meter. It has a _ poly- 
ethylene-insulated potential coil 
with improved insulation level, im- 
proved stability, and longer life. 
And it has a new molded-butyl- 
rubber current coil with temperature 
rise reduced from 55° C to 35° C, 
coils held firmly in place, resistance 
to heat and cold, and long life. 


The design of the I-50 coils pro- 
vides for a minimum flashover of 
more than 7000 volts. Even con- 
siderably higher voltage will not 
cause a breakdown through the in- 
sulation. That is just one of the 
reasons why we call the I-50 the 
first completely new meter in fifty 
years. 
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WE BAKED BUTYL FOR 4800 HOURS 
TO CREATE A BETTER WATTHOUR METER 
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COMBINES ACCURACY WITH 
LOW MAINTENANCE COST 


Typical of the engineering 
achievements in the I-50 is the 
new electromagnet with its buty] 
rubber molded current coil, pol:’- 
ethylene potential coil, its light 
load adjustment and factory-set 
lag compensator built in as in- 
tegral parts, and its brazed 
terminal connections. Calibra- 
tion stability, corrosion resist- 
ance, long life, and better in- 
sulation levels are some of the 
advantages of this new con- 
struction. 


tor Bearing maintenance, high-pressure end bearings, 
et me and all bearing lubrication have been eliminated by 
No yy | MAGNETIC SUSPENSION OF THE MOVING ELEMENT. 
onl Calibration stability has been assured by DAMP- 


or a ¢ he ING MAGNETS DIE CAST IN POSITION. 
Corrosion has been minimized by ONE-PIECE MOLDED 


nos: “‘S‘’ BASE. Reading has been made easier by SIM- 

Ya PLIFIED REGISTERS. Accuracy, long life and low main- 
tenance costs are assured by the SIMPLICITY OF THE 
UNIT CONSTRUCTION. 


For the time being production of the I-50 will supplement that 
of our regular I-30 meter. This will result in a production increase 
of about 15% for 1948. Your nearest G-E representative has more 
details. Bulletin GEA-5050 describes the I-50 more fully. Write 
for your copy today. Apparatus Dept., General Electric Com- 
pany, Schenectady 5, N. Y. 
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The Electrical Week 


FPC has scheduled in the next few weeks an un- 
usual number of rate investigations involving electric 
utilities. Just FPC. Utilities 
knowing the anti-utilities bloc in control are a bit 
skeptical . . . In Michigan, the Supreme Court ruled 
out the utility anti-strike law; in New Jersey, a similar 
law was upheld by a lower court . . . Dewey told a 
Tennessee Congressman that TVA has done a 
magnificent power job but that he opposes authorities 
for other areas . . . First Iowa Hydroelectric Co-op 
finally got its license for a Cedar River project from 
the new FPC majority . . . In Ohio, the PUC gave 
Cincinnati G&E its long-sought rate increase . . . And 
meeting in St. Paul, leaders of the three generating 
co-ops attacked recently for their high cost of power 
counterattacked. They claim six important contribu- 


a coincidence says 


tions. 


A year ago last week, output for the week topped 5,000,- 
000,000 kwhr for the first time. Now the industry is 
looking forward to December, when output for the high 
week is likely to approach 5.9 billion kwhr. 


On May 1, the very day that the new labor-manage- 
ment agreement for settling jurisdictional disputes in 
the construction industry went into effect, Electrical 
Week told you that the IBEW didn’t like it but was 
stuck with the plan as long as it remained in the 
AFL Building Trades Dept. This week at Atlantic 
City, IBEW President Dan Tracy asked the IBEW 
convention to consider withdrawing from the AFL 
building trades and the jurisdictional disputes agree- 
ment. 


IBEW doesn’t like some of the existing jurisdictional 
decisions that are being applied under the new settlement 
plan. Significantly, a decision in the dispute between the 
IBEW and the Plumbers over the pre-heating and stress 
relieving of welds on high-pressure pipe, which should 
have come down last month, has been put off until after 
the IBEW convention. 


“Big Bill” Hutcheson, president of the Carpenters 
and arch-AFL Republican, is also making trouble for 
the jurisdictional settlement plan. He thinks maybe 
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he can do better without it if Dewey is elected and 
Hutcheson gets to have a say in appointing NLRB 
members. 


The slump that has hit the entertainment world through- 
out the nation indicates that people are staying home 
more. People who stay home use more electricity. They 
can afford to because its price hasn’t gone up as the cost of 
entertainment has. 


Look for the split between Federal Power commis- 
sioners to widen quickly and publicly. But this time, 
former Chairman Olds will be drafting majority 
opinions on important power cases coming up. Olds 
gained working control of the Commission when his 
enthusiastic adherent, Thomas C. Buchanan, took 
office on an interim appointment. 


No matter what criticisms are made of the ECA pro- 
gram and the way it’s being handled, Paul Hoffman has 


escaped criticism. 


The Congressional probe of Communism in the 
UE-CIO spilled into Evansville, Ind., this week. Rep 
G. W. Landis, Indiana Republican, looked into the 
Commie situation in Local 813, representing workers 
in a number of Evansville plants. Four Local officers 
refused to testify and may be cited for contempt. One 
UE member, a former Communist, named several 
Local 813 officers as being Communists. A non-UE 
member testified hearing William Sentner, UE dis- 
trict president, admit he was one. 


The war-surplus property barrel, which once contained 
28,000,000,000 worth of almost everything, is nearly 
empty now. There remain $4,000,000,000 worth of unsold 
and rented plants and $410,000,000 worth of personal 
property. Of the latter, $8,300,000 is in electrical products 
and $35,000,000 in electrical equipment. 


Reclamation Bureau employees, like everyone else 
in Washington, are speculating about their future 
commissioner. If Dewey is elected, they hope he will 
consider someone like Frank A. Banks, veteran Co- 
lumbia Basin Project manager, or L. N. McClellan, 
the Bureau’s chief engineer. Both are career Recla- 
mationists, engineers, without political label. 






















JAMES B. CAREY, left, secretary-treasurer of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
defending his charges of Communism in the United Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers 
Union before delegates to UE’s annual convention at New York. Carey, first UE president, 
made the charges before a House Labor subcommittee. The convention passed a resolution 
denouncing Carey for his testimony. Albert J. Fitzgerald, right, was reelected president 





Flood of Rate Probes Coincidence, 
Maintains FPC; Utilities Doubtful 


FEDERAL Power Commission will plow 
through a series of rate investigations 
during the next few weeks. The actions 
involve existing rate schedules, as well 
as proposed changes in rates of both 
electric power and natural gas utilities. 

Industry observers note that the rate 
cases are piling up in numbers unusual 
in recent years. Most are set for action 
before January when a new administra- 
tion may take over in Washington. 

“Just coincidence,” says an FPC 
spokesman. “Many rate cases have 
been hanging fire for sometime, and it 
just happened that the Commission 
finished processing a number of them 
at the same time.” 

Utility people aren’t so sure. A new, 
“tough” FPC bloc has a tenuous, 3-2 
voting majority. Terms of two majority 
members—Olds and Buchanan—expire 
next year. Both are Democrats and may 
be replaced by Republicans, since the 
GOP now is charged with only one com- 
missioner. It could have three. under a 
Republican president. 

Thus, time may be running out on 
the get-tough-with-industry bloc headed 
by former Chairman Olds. Utility 


people are aware of the potentialities 
of the situation, which might include 
rate reductions or denials of increases 
sought to match rising costs. 

Such FPC actions, as well as other 


rulings that are “wrong” from the in- 
dustry’s viewpoint, might be met in 
some cases by appeals to the Commis- 
sion, then, if necessary, to the courts. 
At any rate, the brief “era of good feel- 
ing” instituted by Chairman Smith, now 
in the minority with conservative Demo- 
cratic Commissioner Wimberly, appears 
definitely at an end, at least until next 
year. 

Recent rate actions scheduled by 
FPC include hearings set for Nov 15 
on a supplementary schedule filed by 
New York State Electric & Gas Corp. 
The schedule covers energy sales by 
the utility to its affiliate, Pennsylvania 
Electric Co. Pending further proceed- 
ings, FPC has suspended the rates, 
which it says may result in excessive 
charges for energy delivered to Pennsy]- 
vania Electric’s Bradford District. 

Hearings on proposed schedules of 
Central Vermont Public Service Corp 
will be opened by FPC on Nov 1. The 
rates involve energy supplied by Central 
Vermont to four wholesale customers, 
the village of Ludlow, Vt., Woodstock 
Electric Co, Allied Power & Light Co, 
and Rochester Electric Light & Power 
Co. 

The commission also has started in- 
vestigating rates of New England Power 
Co and the Connecticut River Power 
Co for energy they sell at wholesale 
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in interstate commerce. FPC announced 
that the rates and charges for trans. 
mission and sale of such energy “may 
be unjust, unreasonable, unduly dis. 
criminatory or preferential.” No date 
has been set for a hearing. 

Also under investigation—announced 
last month—are rates of Susquehanna 
Power Co, Philadelphia Electrie Co, 
and Susquehanna Electric Co for energy 
produced at the Conowingo Hydro. 
electric Project. 


Chicago System Caught 
with Generators Down 


With 200,000 kw of capacity out of 
service for overhaul, Chicago’s Com- 
monwealth Edison System staggered 
through a power shortage last week 
(Sept 8). Contributing to the utility’s 
difficulties was the overcast weather 
which prevailed in the area served by 
the utility and in that of the utilities 
with which it is connected. 

The trouble lasted from 11 AM until 
3 PM. When the utility saw the demands 
on its system grow, it appealed to 35 
large industria] customers to curtail 
their consumption. The _ response 
knocked off 80,000 kw of demand. How- 
ever, this cut was not enough to keep 
the system running smoothly. Voltage 
was reduced 10% in the morning. Lights 
dimmed, and in the business district 
numerous elevators were slowed down 
or else stopped altogether. In the after- 
noon, conditions improved and the volt- 
age reduction was only 6%. 

The Commonwealth System has a 
total capacity of 2,400,000 kw. It also 
has a $400,000,000 construction pro- 
gram, under which 600,000 kw will 
be added. The first unit under this pro- 
gram will not go into service until next 
May. 


Utility Operating Revenues 
Increase 12.6% in June 


Electric operating revenues of the 
larger privately-owned electric utilities 
in the United States in June, 1948, 
were $332,835,000, compared with $295, 
525,000 in June, 1947, an increase of 
12.6%, the Federal Power Commission 
reports. 

Revenue deductions (including oper: 
ating expenses, depreciation and taxes) 
were $274,089,000, or 17.7% over those 
of June, 1947. 

Gross income, including other utility 
operating income, amounted to $70,300; 
000, a decrease of 4.5% for the month. 
Net income was down 3.7% to $50; 
600,000 from the $52,518,000 reported 
for June, 1947, 
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NASHVILLE ELEGS 


;: SAFETY. 


FIRST AMERICAN RED CROSS citation for life-saving to be awarded in Nashville, Tenn., is 
presented to Murray L. Jones, center, line foreman of the Nashville Electric Service. Making 
the presentation for the Red Cross is George S. Hastings, and at left is J. L. Holloran, NES 
line superintendent. Jones saved the life of T. L. McAdoo, lineman trainee, by applying 
artificial respiration for 30 minutes after McAdoo touched a 2.3-kyv line 





Michigan Utility Anti-Strike Law 
Ruled Out; New Jersey Act Upheld 


MICHIGAN’S UTILITY anti-strike law has 
been ruled unconstitutional, but that of 
New Jersey has been upheld. 

The Michigan ruling was made by 
the State Supreme Court, in a suit in- 
volving the Flint Trolley Coach Co and 
the Transport Workers Union, CIO. 

Under the provisions of the Bonine- 
Tripp Labor Act, Circuit Judge Paul V. 
Gadola was appointed to sit as an arbi- 
trator in the dispute between the utility 
and the union. The latter appealed. 
The Supreme Court issued a writ for- 
bidding the judge to serve as an arbi- 
trator and ruled the entire act uncon- 
stitutional. 

The court’s decision hit at the use of 
judges as arbitrators, rather than at 
compulsory arbitration as such. It said 
that the attempt of the Legislature to 
hame circuit judges as members of 
arbitration boards violated the state 
constitution by conferring non-judicial 
administrative duties upon the judges. 
Conceivably, then, the use of non-judges 
as arbitrators might pass a constitu- 
tional test. 

The New Jersey decision grew out 
of the state’s seizure of facilities of the 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Co during 
the 1947 national telephone strike. The 
Court acted in a test case instituted by 


Attorney General Walter D. Van Riper. 
Both the union and the company op- 
posed the act. 

In making his ruling, Vice-Chancellor 
John O. Bigelow declared: 

As to union arguments that there is 
an inherent right to strike, a right be- 
yond the reach of the state, “I know of 
no such right when the strike will cause 
great injury to the public.” He held 
that the statute does not interfere with 
picketing, and to union charges that 
compulsory arbitration impairs em- 
ployees’ liberty to contract for the sale 
of their own labor and imposes in- 
voluntary servitude the decision said: 





Cords Form Life Line 


An emergency power line of ex- 
tension cords recently saved the 
life of Albert Cole, Evansville, 
Ind. Cole was in an oxygen tent 
when power in his house failed. 
Neighbors pooled their cords, 
ran them 50 yd to the nearest 
house, and quickly got the tent 
back in operation. Regular serv- 
ice was restored about 1% hours 
later. 


“What preserves employees’ liberty 
under the Constitution is not collective 
bargaining but the right of the individ- 
ual to refuse to work for the telephone 
company.” 

As to company charges that seizure 
deprived the utility of due process of 
law, Vice-Chancellor Bigelow ruled that 
it appears that the company was not 
actually dispossessed during state seiz- 
ure and suffered no damage. He as- 
serted that “the company is a public 
utility intrusted by the state with public 
powers to be exercised for the public 
good under the principle of eminent 
domain.” 

He noted that the company has a 
monopoly in the greater part of the 
state and it must continue to furnish 
services. “If the parties do not volun- 
tarily agree to arbitrate,” he added. 
“the state may require them, or at 
least the company, to do so.” 

The union will appeal the case to the 
State Supreme Court. 


California ‘and Nevada 
Keep Daylight Time 


Both California and Nevada will re- 
main on daylight saving time after 
other states return to standard time 
Sept 26. 

Gov Earl Warren of California has 
announced recently that he had been 
advised by the State Public Utilities 
Commission, the Los Angeles Bureau 
of Light and Power and major utilities 
in the state that it would be unwise 
to return to standard time unless the 
fall should bring unanticipated heavy 
rains. 

Gov Vail Pittman of Nevada had an- 
nounced earlier that Nevada would fol- 
low California’s action in the matter. 
Sierra Pacific Power Co in Nevada is a 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co customer. 

The California PUC warned that 
should “we have some dry fall months” 
there “would be insufficient power re- 
serves for safety” without DST. 


Okay Two Dallas Units 


Dallas City Council has approved a 
$4,995,000 expenditure by Dallas Power 
& Light Co for two 12,500-kw genera- 
tors to go on the line in 1950. The com- 
pany will add a 60,000-kw machine next 
summer and another in 195]. 
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SPEAKERS TABLE at banquet of Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, left to right, REA Administrator Claude R. Wickard; Mrs A. 
E. Becker; A. E. Becker, REA coordinator; U. S. Senator C. Wayland Brooks; and Edward P. Ohren, association president 


Illinois Co-ops Discuss 
Present Lack of Power 


The current shortage of electric power 
and the cost of setting up their own 
generating plant and transmission lines 
were the principal discussion topics as 
the Association of Illinois Electric Co- 
operatives met last week at Springfield. 

Curtailment of service by Common- 
wealth Edison Co on the preceding day 
furnished a peg for the talk by Claude 
R. Wickard, Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministrator. He said it “illustrates the 
precarious situation we’re in nearly all 
over the country.” Wickard foresaw no 
important improvement in the power 
outlook for a long time despite all the 
equipment orders which have been 
placed by utilities. 

Wickard declared that power com- 
panies are selling the country short. 
“Tt is not unusual for anyone to make 
mistakes or to fail to see how a country 
wants to grow, but it’s too bad to let 
power companies deny there is a short- 
age of power.” 

Chairman John D. Biggs of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission in a similar vein 
pointed out that the demand for elec- 
tricity in the state has more than 
doubled in the last ten years. But ca- 
pacity has increased only 20%. He 
added that efforts are underway to 
change this 20% to 80%. 

Hayden Hood of Larimore & Douglas, 
an engineering firm which is making a 
survey of a proposed steam generating 
plant and transmission network for the 
27 co-ops, said that the cost of these will 
be about $50,000,000. Association Pres- 
ident Edward P. Ohren said _ final 
recommendations of the firm would be 
studied before any decision was made. 
He added that no application for REA 
financing of such a project had yet been 
submitted. 

Sen C. Wayland Brooks, Illinois Re- 
publican up for reelection, praised the 
80th Congress and took personal credit 
for the $800,000,000 authorized by Con- 
gress for REA loans. He has been 
chairman of the Senate appropriations 
subcommittee on agriculture. 





ee 


a ge: bes 





Dewey Endorses TVA Power Job, 
Spurns Authorities for Other Areas 


GOP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE Thomas 
E. Dewey was on record this week with 
an enthusiastic endorsement of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s perform- 
ance of “an essential and magnificient 
job of providing hydroelectric power to 
a great area. I believe in it and en- 
thusiastically endorse it.” 

Dewey’s position, taken in a letter to 
GOP Congressman John Jennings of 
Tennessee does not favor extension of 
the TVA-type of river development to 
other sections of the country. Else- 
where, Dewey wrote Jennings, “there 
are better means of developing their 
resources than through a central au- 
thority. I believe that the people affected 
by vast public power developments have 
a right to personal representation in 
the management which the authority 
system does not permit.” 

Dewey told Jennings that this posi- 
tion “may be the foundation for the 
false rumors you may have heard, and 
you are wholly at liberty to publish all 
or any part of this letter.” 

In the “essential portions” of the 
Jennings letter which Dewey’s office 
released early this week at Albany, 
there was no mention whatsoever of 
TVA’s flood control or navigation pro- 
grams, nor of its other activities such 
as chemical experimentation, soil and 
agricultural development, wildlife con- 
servation, and other activities. TVA 
supporters long have insisted that these 
programs are at least coequal with 
power in importance to the entire TVA 
program. On this basis, Dewey’s en- 
dorsement of TVA’s) power program 
may win him less than enthusiastic sup- 
port in the Tennessee Valley. 

The same _ unenthusiastic reaction 
may be forthcoming from public power 
supporters who have urged extension 
of the autonomous valley authority to 
vast river development projects in other 
sections, primarily the Missouri, Colum- 
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bia, and Arkansas valleys. On the other 
hand, Dewey’s anti-authority stand will 
comfort both public and private power 
people who have opposed extension of 
the valley-authority concept to other 
rivers than the Tennessee. And for the 
past four years at least, the anti-author- 
ity people have outnumbered the pro- 
authority crowd by a margin so over- 
whelming as to have halted every 
attempt to set up TVA-type authorities 
elsewhere in the country. 

Dewey’s TVA statement became pub- 
lic on a radio broadcast by Jennings 
Sept 11. Because of this, and because 
of Dewey’s reference to “the false ru- 
mors you may have heard,” it entered 
the fabric of the GOP campaign in 
Tennessee. There Republicans are at- 
tempting to capitalize on the split in 
the Democratic state organization which 
saw Memphis’ Boss Crump defeated 
recently in the primaries. A strongly 
pro-TVA Democrat, Rep Estes Kefau- 
ver, defeated Crump’s candidate, Sen 
Tom Stewart, for the Democratic nomi- 
nation. As a result, the GOP has been 
attempting to help itself in a tight 
Senate race by electing former GOP 
National Chairman B. Carroll Reece. 
In the pro-TVA sections of the state, 
Republicans will have to overbalance 
the anti-GOP sentiment which arose 
from the refusal of the Republican 
Congress to appropriate funds for 
TVA’s proposed New Johnsonville 
steam plant. 


Wants to Buy Out Utility 


Union County Peoples Utility Dis 
trict, La Grande, Ore, has announced 
that it looks forward to the purchase of 
California-Pacific Utilities Co proper 
ties in its area. A conference will be 
held shortly between PUD and utility 
officials to discuss the proposed pur 
chase. 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC CO employees at the Hanford plutonium works of the AEC will be 


housed in Richland, Wash. This view shows the town as a farming community of some 300 
persons. A year from now, it is to be a “town for modern living,” housing some 26,000 persons 





First lowa Hydroelectric Co-op Gets 
License from FPC’s New Majority 


WHat NEXT from the new majority of 
the Federal Power Commission? That’s 
a question troubling the electric utility 
industry as a result of FPC’s appreval 
last week (Sept 8) of a hydro license 
for the First Iowa Hydro-Electric Co- 
operative. 

The Commission’s vote to eliminate 
conditions in the license granted First 
lowa last December underscored the 
rise of a new majority, headed by 
former Chairman Leland Olds. Voting 
with Olds to affirm the co-op’s plans 
for the project on Iowa’s Cedar River 
were new Commissioner Buchanan, an 
interim appointee, and the veteran 
Claude Draper. Chairman Smith dis- 
sented. 

Commissioner Wimberly, who voted 
with Chairman Smith in several breaks 
with Commissioner Olds and Draper, 
was absent and took no part in drafting 
the First Iowa order. 

Chairman Smith’s dissent was based 
on objections to what appeared to be 
a departure from the Commission’s 
established procedure. 

Last year’s FPC order directed First 
lowa to submit further evidence of 
financial commitments for construction 
of the project. But FPC now “has no 
more adequate or definite basis than it 
had in December, 1947, for arriving at 
conclusions concerning the economic 
feasibility of the enterprise,” Smith as- 
serted in his dissent. 

First lowa’s license was subject to 
lermination within nine months, fail- 





ing fulfillment of the conditions imposed 
by FPC. One of these was met when the 
Secretary of the Army and the Chief 
of Engineers approved and modified the 
project plans. The co-op sought to 
establish proof of its financial ability by 
submitting to FPC two letters, one from 
a Chicago banking firm, the other from 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion. 

The Commission majority held these 
letters were “satisfactory evidence of 
commitments to finance construction of 
the project.”’ Chairman Smith dismissed 
them as “general comments and ex- 
pressions of interest,” which made the 
co-op’s financial showing “no more 
specific.” 

The banking firm, whose engineering 
consultants approved the project, told 
the co-op that it was “satisfied” that 
“there will be a market for all of this 
energy and capacity.” When FPC has 
affirmed the project license, the bankers 
assured the co-op, “we will be glad to 
proceed with the completion of your 
financing program.” 

Over the signature of Deputy Ad- 
ministrator William J. Neal, REA ad- 
vised First Iowa that “a market for the 
sale of power to the REA cooperatives 
in the area (of the project site) exists 
and will exist in the future, if energy is 
made available to our borrowers at 
sufficiently low cost.” 

FPC should not hold that the license 
conditions have been met by these “very 
general expressions of opinion,” Chair- 
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man Smith said. Nor would he simply 
terminate the project license. The 
“proper procedure,” he held, would be 
to afford the co-op “a reasonable addi- 
tional period—say 90 days—within 
which to perfect its showing in a more 
specific and definite fashion.” 

A brief check of FPC records pro- 
duced no exact parallel of the First 
Iowa case. Commission aides pointed 
out that FPC has broad authority to 
obtain information of almost any nature 
from license applicants. Most appli- 
cants, as a rule, submit full details of 
their plans for financing projects, thus 
seldom are asked for additional data 
along these lines. But the Commission 
has pressed its demands for other types 
of information to the utmost. 

The FPC order just about winds up 
the co-op’s six-year batle to build the 
project, which will include three dams 
and a 50,000-kw generating plant. The 
State of Iowa has fought the proposal 
all the way, and it may continue the 
fight. 

Backed at first by several REA- 
financed distribution co-ops, First Iowa 
originally sought an FPC license in 
1941. When the state intervened, on 
grounds that the applicant had not 
complied with Iowa laws, FPC dis- 
missed the application. First lowa’s ap- 
peal went to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which remanded the case to FPC. 

Meanwhile, the distribution co-ops 
dropped out of the picture, apparently 
having made other arrangements for 
power. The Neal letter was the first 
official indication that they might still 
be interested in the project. First Iowa 
has not yet sought an REA loan. 

Iowa, whose attorney general urged 
FPC to reject the co-op’s financial show- 
ing, is expected to carry the matter into 
court again. State officials are reported 
ready to question the jurisdiction of the 
federal government on the stream. 

The First Iowa license calls for start 
of construction within two years, but 
FPC could extend this period if the case 
became entangled in the courts again. 


Smoke Control Planned 


Ohio Power Co will spend $702,000 
to abate the smoke emission from the 
stacks of the Philo plant. Program 
calls for the erection of two new 
stacks, extending 150 ft above the roof 
and replacement of existing 60 ft 
stacks. Multiple tube cyclone col- 
lectors will be installed to remove the 
ash from the flue gases, and high 
velocity over-fire air jets will be in- 
stalled on the stoker-fired boilers. Resi- 
dents of Philo have been protesting 
against the amount of smoke discharged. 
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THROUGH THE STREETS of San Francisco to Station P of Pacific Gas & Electric Co 
moves a 178-ton armature for a 149,000-hp generating unit. The armature, built by General 
Electric Co, is 24 ft long and 12.5 ft in diameter. The unit is to go on line in November 





PUC Grants Cincinnati G & E Rate 


Increase, Frees Impounded Funds 


Tue Cincinnati Gas & Execrric Co 
enjoys a vastly improved revenue pic- 
ture this week as a result of an order 
Sept 2 by the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission which 

1. Overturned an existing rate reduc- 
tion order and freed substantial im- 
pounded funds for use by the company, 
and 


2. Raised residential, commercial, 
and industrial rates’ effective with 


September billings. 

The double-barreled order made im- 
mediately available slightly less than 
$5,000,000, impounded between 1944 
and 1946 under a 1944 rate reduction 
order that had been appealed by the 
company. The Sept 2 order, which the 
City of Cincinnati can still appeal, also 
permitted establishment of new rates 
which will yield $2,500,000 additional 
gross revenue in Cincinnati alone. The 
company is now free, also, to proceed 
with whatever rate adjustments it finds 
merited and can negotiate with other 
communities in its service area beyond 
the municipal] limits of Cincinnati. 

Further, CG&E is released from a 
bond it had undertaken late in 1946 
under which it had reserved from rev- 
enue about $2,700,000. This figure rep- 


resents accruals under the pre-1944 


rate in excess of the rate schedule stipu- 
lated in 1946. Instead of impounding 
this difference, as it had between 1944 


12 


and 1946, the company established the 
bond and reserved the funds from in- 
come, but enjoyed the use of the money 
throughout. 

The impounding and the reservations 
from income arose when, in October, 
1944, Cincinnati enacted a rate ordi- 
nance, under Qhio’s home rule rate 
regulation, which cut rates substan- 
tially. The order was appealed. Before 
the appeal was settled, the 1944 ordi- 
nance was reenacted in 1946. Collec- 
tions over the 1944-46 rate were im- 
pounded. Those over the 1946-48 rate 
were reserved from income, rather than 
impounded. 

The amount involved in the 
Sept 2 order is somewhat in excess of 
$10,000,000. The company will have to 
pay income taxes upon both the $5,000,- 
000 that had been impounded and upon 
the $2,700,000 that had been reserved 
from income. 

Under the rate-increase part of the 
order, residential tariffs were adjusted 
to yield 19.6% higher gross revenues 
within the city. The increase in gross as 
a result of adjustments in commercial 
and small industrial rates is estimated 
at about 20%. For industrial revenues, 
the corresponding increase is 6.3%. 

A company spokesman said the in- 
crease in gross from commercial and 
small industrial business will result 
largely from extension of fuel adjust- 
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ment clauses to these types of business, 
Previously, the company had fuel 
clauses only on large industrial rates, 
covering about 50% of its sales. The 
coverage now is extended to about 72% 
of its sales. The fact that industrial 
rates have been covered by fuel adjust- 
ment clauses for many years is responsi- 
ble for the substantially lower per- 
centage increase in gross revenue under 
the Sept 2 order that will be derived 
from industrial business than from resi- 
dential and from commercial and small 
industrial sales. 

It was revealed that the company 
considered extending the fuel clause to 
its residential consumers but decided 
against it on the basis that such a move 
would be difficult to handle in view of 
the large number of residential cus- 
tomers and the repeated changes in the 
price of fuel. 

The Sept 2 rate order also junked 
Cincinnati’s residential “room rate.” 
This hold-over of rate making is be- 
lieved now to exist in only one other 
major city, San Antonio, Tex., a mu- 
nicipal system. 


Tidd Operators Must Be 
Included for Bargaining 


Ohio Power Co must include control 
operators in the bargaining unit at its 
Tidd Plant at Brilliant if the recent 
National Labor Relations Board de- 
cision is upheld by the courts. 

A dispute over the inclusion of con- 
trol operators in the unit represented by 
the UWU-CIO led to a five-day strike 
last April. The strike ended April 16 
with the union accepting the company’s 
proposal to leave the disputed question 
to the courts. 

NLRB unanimously upheld the 15- 
month-old findings of its trial examiner 
that Ohio Power was refusing to bar- 
gain by not wanting to include control 
operators in the bargaining unit, al- 
though NLRB earlier had certified them 
in the unit. Court test will come when 
NLRB seeks an enforcement of its order 
in the circuit court. 


Tacoma Adopts New Code 


The Tacoma, Wash., city council has 
adopted a new electrical code to re 
place one in effect almost 20 years. 
The code, which has been under con- 
sideration by a committee sponsored 
by the Chamber of Commerce, regulates 
the sale, lease, rental, installation, re 
pair, use and removal of electrical 
wiring, equipment and appliances, ac 
cording to Public Utilities Commissionet 


C. A. Erdahl. 
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Generating Co-op Heads Call Attack 





on Power Costs 


SPOKESMEN FOR three federally-financed 
generating cooperatives lashed back last 
week at a recent indictment of their 
operations by other rural co-op and 
utility leaders. 

Meeting in St. Paul on Sept 10, the 
generating co-op leaders denounced the 
widely-circulated study of their power 
production cost as “sheer propaganda.” 
Their statement generally followed the 
lines of a blast released earlier by 
Rural Electrification Administration 
(EW, Sept 11, Page 87). 

Generating co-ops involved in the 
row touched off by the study are the 
Dairyland Power Cooperative, La 
Crosse, Wis.; Rural Cooperative Power 
Association, Maple Lake, Minn.; and 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Grand 
Forks, N. D. All operate plants built 
with funds borrowed from REA. 

The study covered six years of opera- 
tions of these three and concluded that 
the energy they produced cost 30% 
more than the price at which energy 
might have been purchased from other 
sources. It was signed by officials of 
three Minnesota distribution co-ops, 
also REA borrowers; by a power com- 
pany executive, and by the secretary of 
the Minnesota Municipal Utilities 
Association. 

None of the distribution co-ops whose 
oficers signed the report buys energy 
from the generating co-ops, spokesmen 
for the latter said. And the study “does 
not represent the rank-and-file views of 
rural electric co-op members or leaders 
in the five-state area affected.” 


Praise Co-ops for “Contributions” 


They praised the generating co-ops for 
what they termed six “contributions.” 
These claims included the following: 

“1. The generating co-ops have served 
to bring down power rates so that mem- 


bers .. . saved $2,500,000, based upon 
rates in effect ... prior to the inaugura- 
tion of the power co-ops. 

“2... . REA loans that have been 


made (for generating facilities) have 
played a prominent part in lowering the 
rates for rural electric cooperatives all 
over the country . 

“3. The power co-ops have been, and 
are, supplying electric power that could 
be obtained in no other way. Power is 
Scarce... 

“4. Commercial power companies 
could not supply the 78,500 electrified 
farms served by these three generating 
Co-Ops... 


ue 
>. The power co-ops are... 


pay- 


‘Sheer Propaganda’ 


ing back on schedule to the government 
the money (they) borrowed... 

“6. Power is being, and always will 
be, made available. to cooperative mem- 
bers at actual cost. They can build and 
operate generation facilities . . . to pro- 
duce and distribute . . . power required 
in the area at a cost lower than that of 
any power company.” 

Among those attending the St. Paul 
meeting were E. J. Stoneman, presi- 
dent; Floyd E. Wheeler, attorney; and 
John Madgett, manager, of the Dairy- 
land Co-op; Harry A. Nelson, presi- 
dent; Einar Johnson, attorney; and 
Andrew L. Freeman, manager, of the 
Minnkota Co-op; and O. N. Gravgaard, 
president; and J. M. Nelson, director, 
of the Rural Cooperative Power Asso- 
ciation. 


Researchers to Be Lent 


Westinghouse Electric Corp research- 
ers will be granted leaves of absence 
for service with the Argonne National 
Laboratory in development of power 
from atomic energy. The program re- 
cently announced by the company is 
expected to involve between 20 and 30 
men. 


Vote City Line to PUD 


Voters of Alexandria, Neb., have 
voted to sell ten miles of 6-kv transmis- 
sion line between Daykin and Alexan- 
dria to the Consumers Public Power 
District. 





Kentucky Land Tops 


The most valuable land in the 
United States is being used by 
the West Kentucky Rural Elec- 
tric Cooperative Corp to carry 
a utility pole. A jury in Graves 
County Court recently valued the 
land at $5,445,000 an acre when 
it awarded a plaintiff $500 for 
the 4 sq ft of land needed to 
erect the pole. Three appraisers 
appointed by the court valued 
the plot at $18. The owners, 
who had asked $450, filed ex- 
ceptions and were awarded the 
$500. The co-op plans to file a 
$500 bond and appeal to a 
higher court. 
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Electric Industry Serving 
40,000,000 Customers 


The electric industry connected its 


40-millionth customer in the week 
ended Sept 15, Ernest R. Acker, pres- 
ident of Edison Electric Institute, has 
announced. 

During the workingday hour in which 
this customer was added, approximately 
1.200 other new customers. were con- 
nected throughout the United States. 
All summer connections have been made 
at this rate. Since V-J Day, three years 
ago this month, more than 6,000,000 
customers have been added. 

“New customers are being added this 
years at a rate outstripping even that 
of the record-breaking year of 1947,” 
Acker said. “The first six months of 
1948 have seen 1,123,000 new custom- 
ers added to power lines. Of this num- 
ber, 1,015,000 are rural and urban resi- 
dential users.” 

About 86% of the total of 40,000,000 
customers are residential and rural cus- 
tomers. Commercial customers make up 
about 13% of the total. The remaining 
1% includes large industrial plants, 
electrified railways and railroads, street 
and highway lighting, and government 
authorities. 

“Of a total of 39,750,000 family 
dwellings occupied in the United States 
at the end of 1947, according to a U. S. 
census estimate, about 97% now have 
electricity available, and 94% are actu- 
ally taking service,” Acker asserted. 
“Although saturation in this field seems 
near at hand, new construction of homes 
and continued population growth will 
provide continuous increases in the 
number of customers during the coming 
years.” 

Of the 40,000,000 customers taking 
electric service, about 32,900,000, or 
over 82%, are customers of the busi- 
ness-managed electric companies. The 
remaining 7,100,000, about 18%, are 
customers of government agencies of 
various types. 

Municipal electric operations account 
for about 4,500,000 customers, or ap- 
proximately 63% of the governmental 
total. REA cooperatives, state projects 
and power districts serve about 2,600,- 
000 customers, or 37%. Federal proj- 
ects, such as the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and Bonneville Power Admin- 
istration, serve a very small number of 
ultimate customers, mostly large indus- 
trial users. 


Ramona Okays Franchise 


Citizens of Ramona, Okla., have voted 
222 to 0 to approve a 25-year franchise 
for the Public Service Co of Oklahoma. 
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SEC RULINGS 





Iowa Power & Licut Co has been author- 
ized to pay $102,500 cash for certain prop- 
erties of Central States Electric Co, located 
in Marion, Monroe and Mahaska Counties. 
The assets to be acquired consist of electric 
transmission lines and urban and rural dis- 
tribution facilities, together with the ap- 
purtenant real property, franchises, lease- 
holds and contract rights. (Release No. 
8475). 


InprIANA & MicnicaANn Exectric Co, South 
Bend, has received permission to sell $25,- 
000,000 of first mortgage bonds, due in 
1978, at competitive bidding. Terms of the 
offering will be filed by amendment. Indi- 
ana & Michigan will use the proceeds to 
pay off $16,000,000 of bank notes and for 
construction. (Release No. 8471). 


Missourt Power & Licut Co’s proposal 
to purchase from Central States Edison, 
Inc, a non-affiliate, all of the outstanding 
capital stock (954 shares) of Gasconade 
Power Co and a certain promissory note in 
the principal amount of $441,490 with un- 
paid interest, payable on demand, for a 
cash consideration of $800,000, subject to 
certain adjustments, has been approved. 
The note, issued by Gasconade and held by 
Central States, bears interest at 8% per 
annum. Missouri Power & Light Co is a 
subsidiary of North American Light & 
Power Co, which in turn is a subsidiary 
of The North American Co. The commis- 
sion has ordered that its order of April 14, 
1942, requiring, among other things, that 
the North American Co sever its relation- 
ship with Missouri Power & Light Co by 
disposing of its direct and indirect owner- 
ship, control and holding of securities 
issued and properties owned, controlled or 
operated by Missouri Power & Light Co, 
shall be deemed to require The North 
American Co to sever its relationship with 
Gasconade Power Co with the same force 
and effect. (Release No. 8486). 


COMMONWEALTH & SOUTHERN Corp has 
been authorized to pay a dividend of $1.50 
a share, or an aggregate of $2,161,870, on 
the outstanding shares of its preferred 
stock. The dividend is payable on the 
twenty-eighth day after the date of the 
commission’s order, or on Oct 1, whichever 
date is later, to stockholders of record at 
the close of business on the tenth day after 
the date of the SEC’s order. (Release No. 
8483). 


CENTRAL Maine Power Co’s plan to in- 
crease its short-term debt to a maximum 
of $8,500,000 by issuing 9-month promis- 
sory notes to the First National Bank of 
Boston has been approved. Central Maine, 
a subsidiary of New England Service Co, 
on Aug 11 had $3,800,000 of outstanding 
notes payable to this bank. Funds will be 
used to continue the company’s 1948 con- 
struction program. (Release No. 8484). 


Nortu AMERIcAN Co has been authorized 
to distribute one share of Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co common stock for each 80 
shares of North American. Distribution 
will be made Nov 1 to North American 
holders of record Oct 4. Instead of issuing 
fractional shares of Pacific, holders en- 
titled to less than a full share of Pacific 
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will receive cash at the rate of $35 a share 
for Pacific. In this distribution, North 
American will dispose of 89,136 shares of 
Pacific, and about $630,764 in cash. It will 
have remaining 77,531 shares of Pacific. 
(Release No. 8489). 


Pustic Service Exectric & Gas Co, 
(N. J.), has been authorized to borrow 
$50,000,000 from a group of nine banks on 
2 and 24% unsecured notes due not later 
than Apr 15, 1949. The company plans to 
use any of the funds not needed for addi- 
tions and betterments to pay $18,000,000 of 
notes due Mar 15, 1949, or to pay in the 
next ten months certain maturing prior-lien 
bonds. (Release No. 8492). 


Buggs Island Turbine 
Contract to Newport 


Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co has received a $1,748,765 con- 
tract to supply turbines and governor 
equipment for the power plant at Buggs 
Island Dam. The company will build 
three 45,000-hp turbines. 

Buggs Island, being completed by the 
Army Engineers on Virginia’s Roanoke 
River, will have an initial capacity of 
108,000 kw, with three 32,000-kw and 
one 12,000-kw units. It is planned to 
add three 32,000-kw units. 


IBEW Report Reveals 
Growth in Past 2 Years 


In the two years since its last 
convention, membership in the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, AFL, has risen from 350,000 
to 450,000. 

During the past year—all under the 
Taft-Hartley Labor Act—the union’s 
assets have risen about $100,000 to a 
total of more than $9,600,000. During 
fiscal 1947, IBEW took in $8,644,000 
and spent $8,097,000. During the last 
fiscal year, ending June 30, the union 
collected about $14,000,000 and spent 
about $16,000,000; yet total assets 
showed a slight rise. 

These statistics gleaned from reports 
of the IBEW give an idea of the size 
of the business run by the union, which 
held its 23rd biennial convention at 
Atlantic City this week. The convention 
was so big that it had to be shifted from 
Memphis to the Atlantic City Conven- 
tion Hall to seat 2,500 delegates. 

The union’s 450,000 members are dis- 
tributed in 1,450 locals in all branches 
of the electrical industry in the United 
States and Canada. 





MEETINGS 


PREVIOUSLY LISTED 


Interstate Power Club of New York—Meeting, 
Hotel Martinique, New York, September 20. 


lowa Utilities Association—Management Confer- 
ence, Fort Des Moines Hotel, Des Moines, lowa, 
September 20-21. 


Illuminating Engineering Society—National Confer- 
ence, Statler Hotel, Boston, September 20-24. 


Missouri Valley Electric Associetion—Personnel 
Administration Committee, September 21; Rate 
Practice Group, October 7; Power Sales Com- 
mittee, October 15; all at Hotel President, 
Kansas City, Mo., Accounting Conference, Connor 
Hotel, Joplin, Mo., October 21-22; Engineering 
Committee, Hotel President, Kansas City, Mo., 
October 26; Rural Round Table, The Elms, Ex- 
celsior Springs, Mo., October 27; Sales and 
Rural Conference, The Elms, Excelsior Springs, 
Mo., October 28-29. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Accounting Sec- 
tion, Sir Walter Raleigh Hotel, Raleigh, N. C., 
October 28-29; General Sales Conference, At- 

lanta Biltmore Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., November 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Annual Meet- 
ing, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, September 
21-22; Transmission and Distribution Committee, 
Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa., October 
7-8; Prime Movers Committee, Carver House, 
Warren, Pa., October 28-29. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Conven- 
tion and Iron and Steel Exposition, Cleveland 
Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio, September 
28-October 1. 


International Association of Electrical Leagues— 
Annual Conference, Mayflower Hotel, Washing- 
ton, D. C., September 29-October 2. 


Canadian Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual General Meeting, General Brock Hotel, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., September 30-October 1. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Middle 


Eastern District Meeting, Statler Hotel, Wash- 
ington, D October 5-7; Mid-west General 
——- Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee, October 
18-22; Southern District Meeting, Tutwiler Hotel, 
Birmingham, Ala., November 3-5. 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime Movers Committee, 
William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, October 11-12; 
Transmission and Distribution Committee, New 
Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass., October 11-12; 
Electrical Equipment Committee, William Penn 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, October 14-15. 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual Convention, 
French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Ind., 
October 13-15. 


Electrochemical Society—Fall Congress, Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, New York, October 13-16. 


Utility Workers Union of America—National Con- 
vention, Washington Hotel, Washington, D. C., 
October 15-17. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Commercial and 
Technical Divisions of Electric and Gas Sections, 
Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee, November 1-3. 


National Electronics Conference—Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, November 4-6. 


Public Utilities Association of the Virginias—An- 
nual Meeting, Greenbrier Hotel, White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, November 5-6. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual Meeting, Hotel Traymore, Atlantic City, 
November 8-13. 


National Farm Electrification Conference—Congress 
Hotel, Chicago, November 17-19. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—An- 
nual Meeting, Hotel Pennsylvania and New 
Yorker, New York, November 28-December 3. 


National Exposition of Power and Mechanical En- 
gineering—Grand Central Palace, New York, 
November 29-December 4. 


National Electrical Contractors Association—Ar- 
nual Meeting, Roney Plaza Hotel, Miami, Fia., 
November 30-December 3. 
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BPA Aids Condemnation, 
Frank McLaughlin Says 


A pending suit by the Snohomish 
County PUD of Everett, Wash., to con- 
demn Puget Sound Power & Light Co 
property in that county was “inspired” 
by the Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion, Frank McLaughlin, president of 
the private power company, has 
charged. 

“Bonneville’s recent astonishing ac- 
tion in giving the PUD a long-term 
prime power contract for 50,000 kw, 
hefore the district was even in the elec- 
tric business, was to enable the PUD to 
go ahead with the condemnation of 
company facilities,” McLaughlin de- 
clared. “It seems to me that it is a 
matter for Congressional inquiry when 
Bonneville fosters, aids, and abets piece- 
meal condemnation of private utility 
property, especially when in so doing 
it unfairly discriminates against those 
who are trying to work out a construc- 
tive solution of the serious power prob- 
lem.” 

McLaughlin branded the $8,000,000 
price set forth in the condemnation 
action as “absolutely ridiculous” and 
indicating “a confiscatory approach.” 
He pointed out that a previous condem- 
nation proceeding in 1943 resulted in 
an award of $9,500,000 and declared 
there has been a “tremendous expan- 
sion” of the company’s operations in 
the county since that time, while the 
cost of labor and materials has practi- 
cally doubled. 

Asserting that Snohomish County is 
in the heart of Puget’s operating prop- 
erty, McLaughlin added, “Severance of 
the balance of the interconnected sys- 
tem would involve very substantial 
damages.” 

The Snohomish PUD suit marked the 
irst break in a program under which 
various PUD’s throughout Washington 
have been buying distribution systems 
from the company at negotiated prices. 

Both Bonneville and Snohomish PUD 
oficials denied McLaughlin’s conten- 
tion that the power contract had any- 


thing to do with the condemnation 
action. 


TVA to Up Norris Rates 


For the first time in the 14 years 
which TVA has operated in its model 
‘own of Norris, Tenn., electric power 
tates are to be raised. A 10% power 
surcharge for commercial customers 
and the removal of the four-mill prefer- 
ential rate for residential consumers are 
o be effected. Recently a Philadelphia 
teal estate operator purchased the 
‘own when it was auctioned by TVA. 
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Arput Migrates and Leaves Fellow Workers Low 


ArRPuT stood silently at the window. 
There was a faraway look in his eyes. 
Flock after flock of migrating birds flew 
by his 30th floor office window. ArRPuUT 
has always been a queer bird. He and 
the little feathery ones are kin. He 
longed for the South—Florida or Texas 
—for the Pacific Coast—California or 
maybe Arizona. ARPUT has been read- 
ing all the propoganda electric utilities 
in these sections have been handing out. 
He too wanted to migrate. He had 
enough of New York, enough of output 
records. 

ARPUT went to the boss and got his 
money. He says he isn’t coming back. 
We in the office shook his hand, wished 
him luck. With a toss of his hand, he 
walked out. And we all felt a bit down, 


almost as low as last week’s output, 
which went down because of Labor Day. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 
1946 


1948 


11 5,166 
4 5,470 


Sept 
Sept 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
July 
July 
July 


Sept 
Sept 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


July 
July 


Percent Change 


New England . 
Mid-Atlantic .... 


Central Industrial .. 


West Central 


Southern States .... 
Rocky Mountain .... 


Pacific Coast 


Total United States 


1947 


13 5,053 
6 4,721 
30 4,940 
23 4,953 
16 4,923 
9 4,874 
2 4,806 
26 4,730 
19 4,732 


Sept 11 
— }? 
— 3.1 
+ 1.0 
+47 
+ 4.5 
+ 8.7 
+ 6.1 
+ 2.2 
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IN THE INDUSTRY 





RICHARD N. LARKIN 
FOR THE PAST YEAR AND A HALF, a number of 


electric utility executives have been trying to lock the 
barn door behind the horses which the Federal Power 
Commission stole in the Jersey Central, Hartford, and 
other cases it won some years ago. The padlocks which 
these executives sought to put firmly on the door were 
the Miller bills. 

Now these men learn that while they struggled in vain 
to get the front door locked, FPC’s staff has been around 
back leading another horse off the premises. 

FPC’s staff—as distinct from the Commission itself, be 
it understood—filed a brief recently in the long-disputed 
matter of its original cost study of the properties held by 
the Arkansas Power & Light Co. That brief said this: 

“It is this commission (FPC) whose accounting author- 
ity extends to and controls the fundamental books of 
account, while the accounting authority of state commis- 
sions is limited to memorandum, subsidiary or supple- 
mentary accounts.” 

This contention, if adopted by FPC itself and upheld by 
the courts, would institute, almost completely, national 
regulation of utility accounting, something for which 
FPC Commissioner Leland Olds has been plugging for 
years. That such national accounting regulation would 
follow is apparent from two things: (1) FPC accounts 
would be THE dominant accounts, and (2) virtually all 
Class A & B electric utilities have filed original cost 
studies with FPC. 

In explanation of Point 2, it should be noted that Class 
A & B utilities comprise more than 98% of the privately 
owned power business, by assets and revenues. Also, it 
is unlikely that any company submitted such a study 
unless it considered itself nearly enough under FPC juris- 
diction to warrant such a complicated, expensive job. 
FPC documents show that, on June 30, 1947, 311 such 
studies had been submitted, and that on Dec 31, 1946, 
317 Class A & B utilities existed. Thus, essentially all 
Class A & B utilities are clearly or impliedly under FPC 
accounting jurisdiction. And if FPC accounting be ruled 
dominant by the courts, national accounting regulation 
will have become fact, even though Congress specifically 
refused to write such national regulation into the Federal 
Power Act. 

Of course, if the goal of national regulation of utility 
accounting were achieved, there would be yet another 
goal for FPC’s staff to win. That, of course, is national 
regulation of utility rates. And, of course, this too is 
something which Congress refused specifically to write 
And it isn’t difficult to see 
how such national regulation of utility accounting would 


into the Federal Power Act. 
pave the way for national regulation of utility rates. 
Will FPC itself accept this bold contention of its staff 


regarding its domination of utility accounting? That 
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remains to be seen, of course. But the prospects are that 
it will for two reasons: (1) Failure to do so would be 
to desert the principles for which it has fought and has 
already imposed successfully on every other electric 
utility which has completed its original cost study and 
account reclassification under FPC, and (2) FPC is no 
longer evenly divided. With Commissioner Buchanan 
functioning at least until the next session of Congress, the 
split is now a 3-2 division—and it doesn’t favor modera. 
tion in utility regulation. 


TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 





Oxidation inhibitors for transformer oils can con- 
ceivably neutralize one another and then it would be 
necessary to use only uninhibited oils for make-up to 
avoid cancellation of the benefits. 


An electronic relay developed in France gives phase 
selection, single-phase tripping and sensitiveness to sym- 
metrical three-phase shorts. It is founded on the premise 
that symmetrical components are modified to different 
relative degrees by different kinds of system faults. 


Transient recovery voltage is not capable of too pre- 
cise calculation but data on natural frequencies of rep- 
resentative circuits are accumulating and should, before 
long, permit international standardization. 


Voltage regulation aids are available in such profuse 
variety that it is easy to pick for the expedient answer. 
It can be higher distribution voltage, larger wire, shorter 
runs, lower transformer impedance, capacitors, feeder 
regulators, bus regulation, boosters. Which, however. in 
each circumstance, is the best for the long pull and is 
worthy of deeper study ? 


Diesel-driven generators are being used in new get 
erating plants for the prime auxiliaries and the turning 
gear in case of emergency and to relieve the station’ 
lead battery. As a result the control battery will be an 
array of automotive batteries. 


A fence about publicly exposed high-voltage equipmen! 
is practically a must if there are bare live parts accessible. 
But one should not be necessary for a unit substation 
with cables in and out, an enclosed bus, locked auxiliaries 
and hardly anything to climb on or touch. 


Weather forecasts will be more than ordinarily im- 
portant while capacity remains short. A 10-deg error 
on a Sunday resulted in a load in Britain more than 10% 
higher than had been anticipated. The capacity 1 
under maintenance was insufficient to ride through # 


disturbance. 
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FERRANDO UGHTING (xc 


PaO, TEANECE > 99: 


NEWEST MERCHANDISING idea to hit the electrical fixture field is this 25-ft trailer 
constructed by Ferrando Lighting, Inc, Teaneck, N. J. Through the use of this “Light Mobile,” 


sales of Lightolier lighting fixtures and lamps have been sharply increased. 


The portable 


generator on the trailer provides enough electricity to illuminate any fixture carried 





A-C Boosts Transformer 
Output Capacity 40% 
Allis-Chalmers Mfg Co has an- 


nounced completion of the new Colum- 
bus plant at the company’s Pittsburgh 
Works, boosting Pittsburgh transformer 
manufacturing capacity 40%. 

“The demand for Allis-Chalmers 
transformers has been growing steadily 
for many years,” said J. W. McMullen, 
Pittsburgh Works manager. “We have 
realized for sometime that even a normal 
post-war business would crowd our fa- 
cilities. In expanding with an entire 
new plant and the very latest in machine 
tools we will be able to get additional 
transformers out now, while they are 
0 badly needed in our nation’s residen- 
tial and industrial expansion programs.” 

The new plant is the largest single 
item in a $2,000,000 expansion program 
how practically complete, and will be 
devoted to the processing of steel previ- 
vus to assembly in transformers in the 
other four plants located in an eight- 
acre area on Pittsburgh’s North Side. 
Plans call for an additional 600 new 
mployees to bring the total to 2,900 
men, 


Alters Birmingham Plant 


Line Material Co has purchased the 
Property in Birmingham, Ala., known 
&% Palmer Mills and plans extensive 
‘fnovations in installation of additional 





equipment. M. L. Ruggieri, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, stated that 
the company will increase personnel to 
some 300 after moving into the new 
plant next November. 


Wiremold Co Announces 
5% Increase in Prices 


Announcement has been made by The 
Wiremold Co, Hartford, Conn, of a 5% 
advance in prices, effective Oct 1. This 
is the first increase since Feb 1, 1947. 

“For reasons that will be obvious to 
you,” said D. Hayes Murphy, president, 
in making the announcement, “it will 
not be possible for us to maintain pres- 
ent Wiremold prices during the fourth 
quarter of 1948. This decision has been 
reached only after careful study and 
with great reluctance. Any increase in 
prices, however, will be limited to the 
actual dollar increase in our costs... .” 


Opens N. Y. Sales Office 
The C. J. Tagliabue Corp (N. J.) has 


announced the opening of a new sales 
office at 150 Broadway, New York 7, 
N. Y. The company is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the Weston Electrical In- 
strument Corp, Newark. L. M. Hacken- 
berg, Tagliabue’s New York district 
sales manager. will supervise activities 
of the new sales office, which serves the 
greater metropolitan area. 
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GE’s Annual Steel Bill 
Increases $8,000,000 


An additional $8 million has been 
added to General Electric Co’s annual 
steel bill by the change in the steel 
industry’s pricing system, increased 
freight rates and recent steel price in- 
creases, Harry L. Erlicher, vice-presi- 
dent, stated. 

Mr Erlicher said the steel companies’ 
recent change-over from basing point to 
f.o.b. price system will cost the company 
more than $500,000 annually. Price in- 
crease in the initial cost of steel is re- 
sponsible for the biggest jump, while 
freight rates have risen about 30% since 
last fall. 

Steel and many other metals used by 
the company are still in critically short 
supply, he said. Prices of the other 
metals have also been increased recently 
Mr Erlicher said aluminum, lead and 
zine are also critically needed. 


A. B. Chance Co Ad Series 
Carrying Story to Public 


As a part of a community relations 
program, A. B. Chance Co, Centralia, 
Mo., has planned a series of advertise- 
ments, carrying the overall title of “The 
Centralia Story.” Each month, the chap- 
ters of this story will reveal the opera- 
tions of the company, its employee re- 
lations, products, manufacturing proc- 
esses, and distribution procedure. 

The program was started when a sur- 
vey revealed the need for the company’s 
explaining its part in the life of Cen- 
tralia and the surrounding area. The 
ads will appear in 13 local newspapers. 


NAM, Munitions Board 
List Stockpile Items 


A list of 30 strategic materials whose 
stockpiling is considered essential to 
U. S. military security has been announ- 
ced by the National Association of 
Manufacturers, in cooperation with the 
Munitions Board. 

Items named were rubber, lead, castor 
oil, cadmium, cocoanut oil, copper, 
manganese, palm oil, quinidine, shellac, 
zinc, cordage fibres, mica, asbestos, 
bauxite, beryl, bismuth, chromite, col- 
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umbite, corundum, industrial diamonds, 
graphite, kyanite, monazite, nickel, pep- 
per, talc, tin, tungsten, and vanadium. 





Anti-Trust Suit Ended; 
Consent Decree Signed 


Four manufacturers of fluid-filled, 
high-tension electrical cable have re- 
cently signed a consent decree, bringing 
an end to a government anti-trust suit 
filed in January, 1947. 

The four companies are General 
Cable Corp, General Electric Co, 
Okonite-Callender Cable Co, and 
Phelps-Dodge Copper Products Corp. 

The judgment was handed down by 
Judge Harold R. Medina in the United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York. It provides for 
cancellation of the allegedly illegal 
patent licensing agreements and _for- 
bids previous price arrangements. It 
also makes available to any applicant 
the patents involved on a non-exclusive 
royalty basis. 

Though the defendants consented to 
the judgment, it was entered without 
any testimony being taken and “with- 
out any admission by any party in re- 
spect of any such issue in this or any 
other litigation.” 





Manufacturers Make 
New Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Electro Manufacturing Corp, Chicago, 
has appointed Snyder Associates to rep- 
resent it in New York City and vicinity, 
New Jersey, eastern Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware and Maryland, excluding Baltimore 
and vicinity. 


American Steel & Wire Co, Cleveland, 
has appointed Walter E. Mackley manager 
of its New York district sales office. Mr. 
Mackley succeeds B. W. Bennett, who has 
received an executive assignment. 


Hertner Electric Co, Cleveland, has ap- 
pointed F. N. Cowperthwait and W. M. 
Brodhead, 126 Newbury St. Boston, district 
representatives in New England. William 
G. Hathaway and Stephen Thurlow, 1550 
First Ave., South Seattle 4, have been 
named district representatives in the Pacific 
Northwest. Their territory covers Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. 


Penn-Union Electric Corp, Erie, Pa., 
has appointed Carlton Cooley, 245 Edgar 
Road, St. Louis 19, sales representative for 
the St. Louis territory. 


Sterling Manufacturing Co, Cleveland, 
has appointed John Frazier as New York 
State sales representative. His territory 
will include the entire state with the ex- 
ception of Metropolitan New York. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 





A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Ark., Forrest City—Arkansas Power & 
Light Co., Simmons National Bldg., Pine 
Bluff, steam generating plant near For- 
rest City, $15,000,000 to $17,000,000. 

California—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colo., 6 current and 4 potential 
transformers for Tracy Switchyard, Cen- 
tral Valley Proj., Spec. 2403. Plans de- 
posit 75c. L.. N. McClellan; ch. engr. 

Calif., Los Angeles—City, Bd. P. Wks., 
153 City Hall, electric lighting sys. in 
Overland and Ayres Ave., lighting dist. 
$88,243. Lloyd Aldrich, city engr. 

Calif., Los Angeles—Bd. Supervs. Los 
Angeles Co., 501 Hall of Records, electro- 
lier lighting sys., in Denker Ave., Gardena, 
(C.I. 1240) $79,000. C. E. Arnold, co. 
surv. and engr. 

Colorado — Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1A, Denver Federal Cen- 
ter, Denver, 115 kv transmission lines for 
Granby Pumping Plant to Estes Power 
Plant and Marys Laike Power Plant to 
Estes Power Plant. F. K. Matejka, constr. 
ener. 


Colorado—Kit Carson Electric Assoc., 
3urlington, 1,025 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs., 90 mi. transmission lines, 


generating plant, Kit Carson Co. §$3,- 
575,000. 

Colorado Southeast Colorado Power 
Assoc., La Junta, 5 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs., Powers Co. $197,000. 

Colo., Hugo—K-C Co-operative Elec- 
trical Association, Burlington, power plant 
and generating equipment. $850,000. 

Illinois—Adams Electrical Co-operative, 
Dean Searls, mgr., Camp Point, 233.5 mi. 
rural distri. lines, Adams, Brown and 
Schuyler Counties. Over $250,000. Stanley 
Engineering Co., Muscatine, consult. engrs. 

Ill., Chicago—Catholic Bishop of Chi- 
cago, 719 N. Wabash St., plans by J. W. 
Bagnuolo & Assoc., 221 N. La Salle St., 
2 and 3 story, brick, concrete, steel school 
and power plant. 

Iowa—Nishnabotna Valley Rural Elec- 
tric Co-operative, Harlan, 119 mi. rural 
distr. lines. Shelby, Pottawattamie and 
Audubon Counties, $100,000. Henningson 
Engr. Co., Standard Oil Bldg., Omaha, 
Neb., engrs. 

Kentucky—Licking Valley Rural Elec- 
tric Co-operative Corp., West Liberty, 202 
mi. rural distr. lines, sys. imprvs., Morgan 
Co. $785,000. 

Missouri—Consolidated Electric Co-op- 
erative, James W. Owens, megr., Mexico, 
260 mi. rural distr. lines single-phase 
type, Monroe, Audrain, Montgomery and 
Pike Counties, Over $312,000. Birenbaum 
& Smith, 5968 Cote Brilliante, St. Louis, 
12. Mo., consult, engrs. 

Nebraska—Bureau Reclamation, Bldg. 
1-A, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colo., 
furnishing, del. f.0.b. cars shipping point 
or f.o.b. cars Gering, galvanized-steel 
towers for 115 kv Gering-Sidney trans- 
mission line, Sect. B, Transmission Lines 
Unit, Missouri Basin Proj., Spec. 2409. 
Plans deposit $1.25. L. N. cClellan, 
Denver, ch. engr. 

Washington—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Cen- 
ter, Denver, Colo., furnishing, del. f.0.b. 
ears shipping point or f.o.b. cars Odair, 
Wash., twenty-one 15H-kv. insulated 800 
to 5 ampere, outdoor current transformers 
for 11.95 kv. substation, Grand Coulee 
Power Plant, Columbia Basin Proj. Spec. 
No. 2407, L. N. McClellan, ch. engr. 











Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Ohio—Toledo Edison Co., Edison Bldg., 
Toledo, 52 mi. steel tower transmission 
line, carried on 302 towers, 91 ft. high, 
between Lemoyne and Stryker, to Day & 
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Zimmerman, Inc., Packard Bldg., Phila, 
Pa. Est. $1,350,000. 

Pa., Phila.—Westinghouse Radio Corp., 
117 S. 17 St., broadcasting tower, to Har- 
tenstine Zone Co., Inc., 225 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y., $100,000. Gravell & 
Duncan, 1700 Walnut St., engrs. 

Wash., Seattle—City, County-City Bldg., 
Zone 4, generator for Gorge powerhouse 
addn., to Westinghouse Electric Corp., 
Union Bank Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa., $935,- 
677. 

Wisconsin — Wisconsin Electric Power 
Co., 231 W. Michigan St., Milwaukee, 
Zone 8, power transmission line, Gran- 
ville, Milwaukee Co. Owner builds. $90,- 
000. 


INDUSTRIALS, COMMERCIAL 
& PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Ill., Mount Vernon—State Dpt. P. Wks., 
Springfield, general construction, heating, 
ventilating, plumbing, electrical work, at 
State Tuberculosis Sanitarium, $2,500,000. 
C. Herrick Hammond, Springfield, ch. 
state archt. Phillip Maher, 157 E. Erie 
St., Chicago, assoc. archt. and engr. 

Ind., Indiana Harbor — Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube Co., Stambaugh Bldg., 
Youngstown, O., plans continuous butt- 
weld pipe mill. $2,500,000. 

Mass., Brookline—Town, Supt. Schools, 
plans by Kilhan, Hopkins, Greeley & 
Brodie, 126 Newbury St., Boston, high 
school addn., North Wing gymnasium. 
$750,000. 

N. Y¥., Bayside—United Veterans Mu- 
tual Housing Corp. No. 2, c/o Veterans 
Service Center, 500 Park Ave., New York, 
Zone 22, 800 family housing, to be called 
Bell Park Gardens, on 40 acre site, 
Springfield and Bell Blvds. between 67 
and 73 Sts., to Roth Shenker Corp., 35! 
Fifth Ave., New York, Zone 1. Est. $7,- 
250,000. 

Pa., Pittsburgh—U. S. Steel Corp., Kop- 
pers Bldg., plans by Wm. Cocken, Cen- 
tury Bldg., 40 story, bsmnt., with 3 sub- 
bsmnts., steel frame, brick, stone office, 
4 Ave. and Wm. Penn Way. $1,500,000. 

Pa., Pittsburgh — Aluminum Co. of 
America, plans by Mitchell & Ritchey, 305 
4 Ave., office, 6 Ave. $6,000,600. 

Tex., Corpus Christi—Albert Jones, ¢/0 
Jacques Gubbels, engr., Nalle Bldg., Aus- 


tin, Padre Island resort development, 
incl water sewer, gas, street, roads, 
lighting sys., tourist courts, hotels; 


amusement center, housing proj. Boule- 
vards, playgrounds, etc. $8,000,000; 18 
hole golf course, $100,000; fishing piers, 
1 mi. board walk into waters, beach 
park with cabins, $350,000; parks (units) 
$500,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Calif., San Francisco—Stoneson_Bros., 
1 Sloat Blvd., twenty-six 7 and 8 story 
apartments, rein.-con. with shopping “< 
ter, etc. Winton Community Proj... 1 
Ave. north of Park Merced. Owner builds. 


$30,000,000. 
Mont., Miles City—U. S. Eng., Fort 
Peck, Sept. 8, general contract 100-bed 


hospital, and auditorium and chapel for 
Veterans Admin. Hospital, Vermont Ave. 
between H and I Sts. N.W., Wash. 25, 
D. C., from Lease & Leighland, 1501 N. 
35 St., Seattle, Wash., $4,170,000 and 
$230,000 respectively. 

0., Akron—Pennsylvania R. R., D. L 
Somerville, ch. engr., Penn Station, Pitts- 
burgh, Zone 22, Pa., and Baltimore 
Ohio R. R., J. D. Moffat, ch. engr., Union 
Station, Chicago, Ill, union passenger 
station, between Center and Carroll Sts. 
to Clemmer Constr. Co., 134 E. Thornton 
St. Est. $3,000,000. Bids 7/27. 
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 





Urquhart Directs Utility’s 
Construction Program 


Two changes in the executive staff of 
the South Carolina Electric & Gas Co, 
with headquarters in Columbus, have 
been announced recently. 

Norman D. Urquhart, superintendent 
of gas operations, has been made su- 





N. D. URQUHART 


perintendent of the company’s construc- 
tion program. John O. Sholar, of 
Orlando, Fla., has been named to suc- 
ceed him. 

Mr Urquhart has headed the gas de- 
partment since 1938. In 1907 he joined 
Colorado Power Co and in 1912 was 
placed in charge of operations, remain- 
ing in that capacity until 1918 when he 
joined the W. S. Barstow Co as con- 
struction engineer, specializing in utility 
projects. He supervised projects in 
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jer- 
sey, and in 1924 was placed in charge 
of construction of the Parr Shoals gen- 
erating plant. He was in charge of 
construction of the Saluda River dam 
at Dreher Shoals for Lexington Water 
Power Co. He also did work for Asso- 
clated Gas & Electric Co in the Philip- 
pine Islands. 

Mr. Sholar served as superintendent 
of gas operations for Florida Public 
Service Co in Orlando from 1928 to 
(942. He then spent three years in the 
Army Air Corps as a Major. 


>R. E. FisHer, who recently retired as 
"ce-president of public relations and 
‘ales of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co, 


sailed recently aboard the Vulcania 
for Italy, where he will be one of the 
power and fuel administrators under the 
Marshall Plan. 


Shugg Joins AEC As 
Deputy General Manager 
(See Front Cover) 


Carlton Shugg, manager of the Atomic 
Energy Commission’s Hanford opera- 
tions, took over new duties as deputy 
general manager of AEC on Sept 1. In 
his recently created position, he will 
supervise all the commission’s technical 
and scientific projects. 

A native of Boston, Mr Shugg was 
graduated from the Naval Academy in 
1920. His naval service included a year 
and_a half as engineer officer aboard a 
destroyer, a year at the Naval Academy 
post-graduate school, two years study 
of naval architectural engineering at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and six years in submarine repair, con- 
version and salvage work. As technical 
representative in the Bureau of Con- 
struction and Repair, he assisted in the 
development of submarine rescue and 
salvage techniques, including the Mom- 
sen lung, the diving bell, pontooning 
and other safety features. 

Resigning from the Navy in 1929, he 
joined the Sprague Electric Co in 
Massachusetts, serving as factory man- 
ager and production manager in a new 
plant. He moved to Cramp Shipbuild- 
ing Co in 1940 and supervised construc- 
tion of a new Philadelphia yard, then 
directed production until 1943, when he 
went to Todd Shipyards Corp in New 
York. In early 1947, he was made gen- 
eral manager of the Hoboken and 
Brooklyn divisions of the company. 

For the past year he has managed 
AEC operations at Hanford, including 
the plutonium production plant. 


> Joun P. Wuirte, for several years 
superintendent of the Harvey Couch 
steam-electric station at Stamps, Ark., 
has been named general plant super- 
intendent of the company in charge of 
all generating plants. Mr White will 
reside at Stamps for the present, and 
will continue as superintendent of the 
Couch station in addition to his other 
duties. 
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E. B. Ricketts Joins Staff 
of Consulting Engineers 


E. B. Ricketts, who retired from Con- 
solidated Edison Co of New York, Inc, 


on Sept 1, has become associated with 





E. B. RICKETTS 


Wearn, Vreeland, Carlson & Sweatt, Inc, 
New York, as a consultant on power 
plant design. 

Mr Ricketts had been connected with 
Consolidated Edison for the past 40 
years and for the last ten was mechani- 
cal engineer in charge of mechanical 
and structural power plant design. 

He is a vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Society of Mechanical Engineers 
and a member of the American Society 
for Testing Materials, the American 
Standards Association and the National 
Fire Protection Association. 


> Cot W. W. WANAMAKER has been 
named New York district engineer, 
Corps of Engineers. Colonel Wana- 
maker has a distinguished record in 
both World Wars and was resident 
engineer on the construction of the 
Alton Lock and Dam in the St. Louis 
district; district engineer at Denison, 
Tex., during construction of the Deni- 
son Dam and at Garrison, N. D., site of 
the Garrison Dam. 


> H. L. Cusuine has been appointed 
system residential sales supervisor for 
the Appalachian Electric Power Co, 
Roanoke, Va. Mr Cushing was formerly 
connected with an electrical company 
at Dallas, Tex., in the capacity of dis- 
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trict sales manager. He started with 
Appalachian Electric Power system as 
commercial manager of the Kingsport 
Utilities, Inc, from 1925 to 1928. He 
was transferred to the Ohio Power Co 
in 1928 and was manager of residential 
sales at Canton and Newark until 1945, 
when he joined the Texas electrical 
company. 


Assigned to Canadian Unit 
of Niagara Falls Power 
Charles A. Clancy, assistant general 


superintendent of the Niagara Falls 
Power Co, Niagara Falls, N. Y., has 





C. A. CLANCY 


been made general manager of that 
company’s Canadian subsidiary, Cana- 
dian Niagara Power Co, Ltd. 

W. Donald Bracken will continue as 
vice-president and general superintend- 
ent of the Canadian company’s Niagara 
Falls district. Filling of the position of 
president of the Canadian Niagara 
Power Co, left vacant through the death 
of John E. Lawson, will await action by 
the company’s board of directors at a 
later date. 

Mr Clancy became associated with 
the power company in 1924 in the oper- 
ating department. Prior to that time he 
was an engineer with the Reed-Codding- 
ton company, which was in charge of 
construction of Station 3-C of the Ni- 
agara Falls Power Co. He later became 
shift operator, chief operator of the Ni- 
agara Falls Power Co, assistant operat- 
ing superintendent and in 1946 was 
made assistant general superintendent. 

In appointing Mr Clancy, President 
O’Neill stated: “Mr. Clancy’s well- 
merited appointment brings to the Cana- 
dian-Niagara Co a wealth of practical 
operating experience in hydraulic power 
generation. I am confident he will give 
to our subsidiary company a sound, 
efficient management.” 

Mr Clancy is a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers. 
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Omaha PPD Makes New 
Executive Appointments 


Five executive promotions have been 
announced by the board of directors of 
the Omaha Public Power District, fol- 
lowing the retirement of Roy Page, 
executive manager. 

F. E. Smith, formerly operating man- 
ager, has been named executive man- 
ager and Frank J. Moylan, treasurer, 
has been appointed operating manager. 

In the distribution division, I. H. 
McNeil has been advanced to general 
superintendent and J. M. Hart to super- 
intendent. 

Mr Smith began with the Omaha 
properties in 1918 as an assistant engi- 
neer. He was appointed chief engineer 
in 1923, assistant general manager in 
1930, vice-president and assistant gen- 
eral manager in 1939, and operating 
manager in 1946. 

Mr Moylan started with the Omaha 
utilities in 1911. He was named secre- 
tary-treasurer in 1931. 


OBITUARY 


> A. W. MALONE, construction engineer 
with Sanderson & Porter, New York, 
died on Sept 5 at his home in Monon- 
gahela, Pa., after an illness of two 
months. He was 64 years old. Widely 
known in the construction field, Mr 
Malone had been supervising construc- 
tion of the West Penn Power Co’s new 
plant at Courtney. A native of Ander- 
son, Ind., he was a construction execu- 
tive for the Electric Bond & Share Co, 
New York, until shortly after the be- 
ginning of World War II. In the course 
of his career, he was engaged in con- 
struction projects throughout the world. 


> Jerry SMITH, district manager for the 
Southern Indiana Gas & Electric Co in 
Boonville, died suddenly on Aug 23 fol- 
lowing a heart attack. He was 62. 


© Isaac J. Marcuse, Richmond (Va.) 
industrialist and vice-president and a 
director of the Hydro-Electric Corp of 
Virginia, died on Aug 24. 


> Dr. Ricuarp C. Toman, atomic 
scientist of the California Institute of 
Technology, died on Sept 5 at the age 
of 67. Dr Tolman was one of America’s 
leading scientists. During World War 
II, he was scientific adviser to Maj Gen 
Leslie R. Groves, who headed the Man- 
hattan Project, which developed the 
atomic bomb. He also served as 
scientific adviser.to Bernard M. Baruch 
on the United Nations Atomic Energy 
Commission. Dr Tolman, who had been 
dean of the graduate school of the 





California Institute of Technology -ince 
1922, was widely known in scientific 
circles long before the development of 
atomic energy. He was born in West 
Newton, Mass. He was the author of 
several scientific books and was a mem- 
ber of the American Chemical Society, 
the National Academy of Sciences and 
the American Physical Society. 


Harry L. Mitchell 


Harry L. Mitchell, president of the 
West Penn Power Co and West Penn 
Railways Co, Pittsburgh, died on Sept 





10 after a short illness. He was 65 years 
old. 

A native of Warren, Pa, Mr Mitchell 
began his career with the West Penn 
System 46 years ago. Starting with a 
clerkship, he advanced by successive 
steps to the presidency of West Penn 
Railways Co in 1927 and the presidency 
of West Penn Power Co in 1929. 

Mr Mitchell was also president and 
director of the Allegheny Pittsburgh 
Coal Co, Ohio County Fuel Co, Potomac 
Transmission Co, Windsor Power House 
Coal Co, West Virginia Power & Trans- 
mission Co and West Penn West Vir- 
ginia Water Power Co; vice-president 
and director of Beech Bottom Power 
Co and a director of Monongahela 
Power Co, Fairmount, W. Va. 


PEpwin A. SEELEY, assistant secretary- 
treasurer of the Ohio Public Service 
Co, Cleveland, died on Aug 24 at his 
home in Cleveland, Ohio. Mr Seeley 
had been associated with the company 
for 29 years. He was 53 years old. 


> Harry Curtis, who was associated 
with the Phelps-Dodge Copper Co ™ 
Birmingham, Ala., died on August 19 
after an illness of several months. He 
was 45 years old. Some few years 42° 
Mr Curtis was lighting sales manager 
of the old Tennessee Electric Power 
in Chattanooga. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 








Reflector Lamps 


New 150-w r-40 REFLECTOR flood and 
spot lamps have been developed by 
Champion Lamp Works, Lynn, Mass., 
for use in bullet shaped holders and re- 
cessed fixtures. The lamps are stated to 
have a medium skirted mechanical base 
that cannot come loose, drop out or 
sag in such fixtures. Such difficulties 
with the cemented base R-40 lamps are 
said to be eliminated. 

Overall length of the new R-40 lamp 
is approximately that of cemented base 
lamps so they fit the same fixtures with 
no change in light distribution, appear- 
ance or operating temperature of the 
fixture. 





Resilient Mounted Motors 


NEW RUBBER- MOUNTED fractional 
horsepower motors for heavy duty serv- 
ite have been announced by Kingston- 
Conley Division, The Hoover Co, North 
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Plainfield, N. J. They have a centrifuga] 
starting switch with large silver con- 
tacts. 

These motors are made in ratings up 
to % hp, 1725 and 3450 rpm, both 
single phase and polyphase, and are 
furnished with either sleeve or ball bear- 
ings. The single-phase motors are either 
capacitor-start or split-phase types. II- 
lustration shows a capacitor-start, sleeve 
bearing motor. But the ball bearing 
motors are identical in appearance ex- 
cept that the oil cups are replaced by 
set screws which may be removed for 
re-lubricating. The ball bearing motors 
are pre-lubricated and sealed to retain 
the lubricant and assure cleanliness. 
The sleeve bearing motors are wool 
packed. 

The entire line of motors can also be 
furnished with rigid base to the same 
standard interchangeable mounting di- 
mensions. 


Mercury Relay 


For Loaps up to 35 amp, a new mer- 
cury relay has been developed by Ebert 
Engineering and Mfg Co, 185-09 Ja- 
maica Ave, Hollis, N. Y. Use of a free 
floating magnetic plunger is reported to 
insure silent operation and flicker-proof 
performance in sign flashing applica- 
tions. 

The relay operates on half-wave un- 
filtered current. It is available in 2 and 
3-pole units. Tungsten contacts with 
mercury to mercury make and break 
are hermetically sealed for dust and 
moisture proof operation. Overall di- 
mensions are: 4 in. high, 25% in. wide 
and 214 in. deep. 


Ground Rod Driver 


A COMBINATION for a ground rod 
driver includes a sledge and an adap- 
tor made available by Utilities Safety 
Supply Co, 2944 Bales St, Kansas 
City, Mo. The sledge part is made of 
214-in. cold rolled round steel cut 5 
in. long and has flat faces. Its handle 
is steel pipe. The handle is slipped 
over an 8 or 10-ft rod and driving 
is started as shown in illustration. 

The adaptor is 1 in. by 12 in. solid 
cold rolled steel rod with a_ hole 





drilled in one end 3 in. deep. This 
adaptor is set on top of the rod which 
is to be driven into the ground. 


Hand Dryer 


THE ELECTRIC ArRrTOWEL hand dryer 
is designed to give instant hot air which 
is said to dry the hands in approxi- 
mately 40 sec. The unit is a product of 
Morici Products Corp, 835 West Madi- 
son St, Chicago 7, Ill. Operation is 
by means of a foot switch mounted on a 
steel platform. The dryer contains a 
blower driven by a universal motor with 
self-oiling bearings. Power consumed 
on a 115-v, a-c or d-c circuit is 1000 w. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


HIGH ACTIVITY should continue as business swings 
into the final quarter of 1948. Soft goods industries, 
like shoes and textiles, may be slowing down. But 
the big power users, chemicals, steel and other 
metals, paper and petroleum products will all be 
going full blast. 


Trade and service industries are now entering their 
heavy season. Theaters and restaurants are serv- 
ing fewer customers than last year. However, the 
total dollar volume of retail trade is running about 
10% above 1947. Stores are providing more dis- 
plays and services to attract shoppers. So com- 
mercial power loads should be heavy. 


Softest spot in the business boom is agriculturé. 
The biggest grain harvest in history has checked 
the world food shortage. Farm prices have already 
dropped 6% from their 1948 highs. For the first time 
in years, farmers have surplus crops on their hands. 


However, surpluses won't mean a sharp drop in in- 
come for utilities’ farm customers. Government sup- 
port purchases will take up the extra corn and cotton 
at relatively high prices. Cash farm income in 1948 
should still run close to last year’s $30 billion. 
Higher expenses will pare net by perhaps 10%. 


A slight drop like this won't slow farm electrifica- 
tion. Less essential appliances, like radios, will be 
harder to sell. But the Farm remains a big market 
for cost-saving equipment. Labor in farm areas is 
still scarce. Power-driven tools will be bought even 
if income drops somewhat further in 1949. 


UTILITY WAGES increased more than 30% from 
July, 1945 to April, 1948, according to a new survey 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. This rise in the 
average hourly rate paid non-office utility workers 
about equalled the rise in hourly rates for factory 
workers. However, the average utility rate of $1.35 
per hr still topped the April factory average of $1.25. 


Third round wage increases may have narrowed 
the advantage in hourly rates held by utility work- 
ers. However, considering his greater stability of 
employment, the utility employee is still well ahead. 
Utility wage rates vary widely by regions. The 
BLS survey shows hourly rates in the Southeast 
averaging $1.17 against $1.35 for the nation. Pacific 
Coast is high at $1.64. Others above average: Rocky 
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West. 


BIGGER OIL SUPPLIES should ease utilities’ fue] 
problem over the coming winter. No repetition of 
last year’s fuel oil shortage is foreseen by oil indus. 
try economists. 


Oil consumption is expected to reach 6.4 million 
barrels daily during the 1948-49 winter, an increase 
of 7% over 1947-48. However, crude oil production 
for the calendar year 1948 should be 9% over 1947 
and refinery runs 10% above a year ago. 


Such high production boosted fuel oil stocks on 
August 1 to more than 20% above the 1947 total. 
This should allow winter withdrawals from stocks 
to meet cold weather peaks. 


Most important effect of improving oil supplies will 
be to relieve pressure for another boost in crude 
oil prices. Soaring crude has pushed the average 
price of petroleum products 36% in the past year, 
Consequently, in the first six months of 1948 utility 
fuel oil use ran 1.5% below the 1947 average. 


ACTIVITY IN the electrical machinery industry 
edged lower in the second quarter of 1948, as shown 
by the American Machinist index of metalworking 
production. This is the second successive quarterly 
decline from the 1947 peak. 


Dollar shipments, however, rose by 4% over the 
total for the first three months and were 19% above 
shipments in the second quarter of 1947. Heavy 
units which required considerable production time 
in previous quarters are now showing up in the 
shipments figures. Their greater value boosts the 
dollar total. 


Volume of electrical manufacturing in months ahead 
will be sustained by utilities’ needs for generating 
equipment. Total shipments may ease off as back- 
log demand for consumer appliances is filled. 


ACTIVITY IN ELECTRICAL MACHINERY 
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